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As usual we have been working hard on behalf of the donkeys since we
last wrote to you. Our general manager lvan has been particularly busy
trying to implement new animal welfare legislation on behalf of the ever
suffering donkeys and mules; he has been quite successful as you will
read in his report. The farm is looking better every month with more

facilities for both donkeys and visitors making their lives that little bit
better.
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In a very short time we have become one of the larger animal welfare
organisations in Spain and this is mostly due to your continued support. All the
work we do is funded by people who care about animal welfare and want to see
something done to better the quality of their lives, as you read the reports in this
newsletter | hope you will agree that El Refugio Del Burrito is doing just that and
that by supporting us you truly are making a difference to the donkeys and mules
of Spain.

| do hope you enjoy this newsletter

Not all our donkeys and mules were rescued from bad
circumstances -

Castafio is a
mule, 35 years
old, from
Benameji. His
owner and wife
were too old to
look after him
any more, so
the family came
here to see if
we could take
him but they
wanted first to see where Castafio would live and how he would be
looked after. Apparently, years ago, Castafio used to take the owner and
his wife to be into the olive groves for romantic afternoons!

The family have been back to see Castafio to make sure he is OK and
they are happy with the way that he has settled in.



Alright, yes, let’s face it - we won, we are the moral victors, and we end
up being the ones who are right, but... It's a meagre victory.

Julian Calle Mufioz, an Orxeta (Alicante)
resident, was tried, as a consequence of
the denunciation by El Refugio del Burrito,
and sentenced to a 30 day fine of 6 € a
day, for abandonment. A laughable fine of
180 Euro! For letting a donkey and her
newborn foal die, and letting another
donkey die through the most appalling lack
of care; the case is dreadful. This man
owns other animals, which he is still
keeping, such as sheep, pigs and
chickens, and there’s still the possibility
that he could keep donkeys again. It does seem that, after the Seprona inspections and
the sentence, he pays more attention to the wellbeing of the animals he still has.

It would have been impossible to win this case without the testimony of A.P.R., a
brave neighbour of the accused that couldn’t stand seeing how the animals’
situation got worse without either Orxeta’s corporation or the Generalitat de
Valencia doing anything to help, despite the numerous denunciations presented.
We'd like to highlight the Seprona intervention, that sent representatives to the
farm of the accused in order to record the offence. Nevertheless, once the
denunciation was sent to the “competent” organization (Consellerias de
Agricultura y de Govern), there were no more news on the subject.

Since the Law now includes the crime for animal mistreatment and the fault for
abandonment, there have been many associations like ours that have gone to
court and denounced different cruelty and/or abandonment cases, fed up with
the lack of intervention of local and autonomic (nearly all of them)
administrations in the face of facts that are crystal clear and require actions to
protect animal welfare above ownership rights. It's not fair to consider animals as
things but, unfortunately, our Law does not make this distinction, so private
property rights and home inviolability prevail against animal welfare, making it
very difficult, almost impossible in fact, to act in order to protect the animal’s
integrity. All of that, forces us to, in many an occasion, to act beyond the margins



of law and/or spend hours on the phone, presenting denunciations in town halls
or courts and different administrations.

The different Spanish associations for the protection of animals are getting
verdicts and sentences that are in our favour; They condemn the mistreatment
and abandonment. But even so, the fines imposed in most cases are fairly
minimal and they lack bite.

As we said, a meagre victory, but nevertheless,

A VICTORY!

I'll talk about the Peropalo to begin with. As you regular newsletter readers
know, every Carnival Tuesday the “Carrera de Elecciones” (The Elections Run)
takes place in Villanueva de la Vera, during which a donkey is used in a
tumultuous parade to carry the “sheriff” that holds the Peropalo’s (the dummy
that represents it, rather) death sentence. The celebration itself does not consist
on mistreating the donkey. , but in many occasions, the mistreatment has
occurred due to sheer lack of planning from the organizers. The international
campaign we launched on the internet has had its effect, and this year’s edition
hasn’t been as appalling as last year’s. In addition to that, we have managed to
start a debate about the correct use of the donkey among the people of
Villanueva de la Vera themselves, who have also expressed their point of view
at Asanda’s forum (www.asanda.org) , where a heated debate is still open. We
have a positive tendency, but we will keep watching and pressurising so that the
way the donkey is treated improves during this celebration.

We are busy preparing another campaign

after discovering some videos on the internet

depicting the celebration of two becerradas

(bullfights with calves), where young people

participated and blindfolded donkeys were

used as picador horses. These becerradas

“allegedly” took place in two neighbouring

towns in the province of Avila called

Navaluenga y Burgohondo, in September

2006. We consider this barbarian practice to

be morally reproachable, but we also believe

it does not comply with Bullfighting

regulations, as well as breaching the Animal Protection Act from the Comunidad
de Castilla y Leon. We will keep you posted on this campaign through our
website.



You all know Romero, one of our first residents at El

Refugio who is a retired donkey-taxi. We have

another 120 donkeys like him in our care who live in

both our farms, one of them open to the public, the

other one rented, in Fuente de Piedra. Caring for

them and maintaining the installations in good

condition requires the constant effort of workers and

volunteers alike, and | believe they deserve

recognition for their work. They also deserve

benefiting from all the resources which help facilitate

their tasks, and that is why we try to have adequate

machinery to help carry out their feeding and cleaning

duties more efficiently and comfortably. That is why we have acquired a tractor and a
small farm vehicle that are already familiar to our donkeys and visitors.

These donkeys are our first dedicated to riding therapy for special needs
children . We have been planning this for a long time but the last few months
have been really busy and by the time you read this the project will have begun.

Here at El Refugio del Burrito, we are delighted
to conduct this activity. We rely on the Elisabeth
Svendsen Trust for Children and Donkeys
technical and financial support for the first
stages, but we will be needing your full support to
expand the project.

The first school to join our project is the Reina
Sofia Special Needs School in Antequera
(Malaga), with the participation of 30 children
with different special needs. Our sessions will be
conducted in situ, that is, the donkeys and

their carers will travel to the school where the EL_’C"V ifs bac(';ed fgf the ft"hSt time. dioh
. . lara, fTrom Canada, Just happenea to be
sessions are conducted with the_help of the visiting the farm with her family and
teache_rs_ and tutors, and the aSS|stan<_:e and volunteered to be the first to mount
supervision of the school’s psychologist and Lucky. Ciara is not special needs and is
physiotherapist. an experienced rider, so we were sure

that she would be safe




I am finally retiring, so | would like to introduce Celia, who will be
the new Office Manager, and Rafael, her assistant. Both Celia and
Rafael are Spanish but speak fluent English so will be able to deal with
any queries you might have. Of course, | will still be in contact with the
farm and will pay regular visits so | hope | will see again some of the
many visitors who | now think of as friends. Thank you all for your
support over the last 4 years.

Celia - the new
Office Manager-
with Hope

Rafael and
Toto

Diane, who worked in the information room has also retired very recently,
but we haven't really lost her, as she was back working as a volunteer
within a week!
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In the last newsletter we mentioned An from The Netherlands, who has
got all her friends and relatives to adopt donkeys. Well, An has now sold
over 100 adoptions. Well done An!

The photo on the left is Jane Hardwick presenting me
with a cheque for over 650 euros from the sales of
her recipe book and donations from her customers.

Copies of The Spanish Kitchen recipe book are on
sale in the information room.



We now have almost 5,000 supporters worldwide
All your donations are very gratefully received - they help us to care for
the donkeys and mules that need our help so much
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We were delighted recently to receive two more donations of tack.
Victoria and James Nash brought an assortment of equipment from
Derby House Saddlery Mail Order Department  (where Victoria’s mum Sue
works). On the very same day we also received donkey blankets from Abbi
Taya-Hilton and her parents Sadie and Stuart from Alhaurin el Grande.
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We have had a lot of enquiries about donating or adopting online, so we
are trying to sort it out with our bank — in both languages, of course. If all
goes well, we are hoping that we will have the facility on our website by
June.

$ % #

If you need to contact us with a problem, or just for a chat, phone (0034)
952 031 622 or email info@elrefugiodelburrito.com

Mindy the cat is now a good
friend of Snooty and Toto,
and they spend the whole
day gossiping, as you can

see in the picture.




ADOPT A DONKEY

Erica, Belen, Farruquito, MoMo, Monty, Romero, Leon and Alberto are all
available on our Adopt a Donkey scheme which helps to raise funds for our
charity. They make an ideal gift and we can send them to arrive on a particular
date if you like! | have enclosed an adoption form just in case you would like to
or you could adopt online at: www.elrefugiodelburrito.com

BANKERS ORDERS & We would like to say a special thank you to our

supporters who already make us a monthly donation. Why not ask your
bank to make a regular donation? (if you have a Spanish bank account and
internet banking it is very easy to set up yourself).

Our Bank details are: Unicaja, Plaza de la Constitution, 29520 Fuente de Piedra,
Malaga. Account No: 2103 2024 57 0030001451
SWIFT BIC: UCJAES2M IBAN: ES95 2103 2024 5700 30001451

Just €5 a month will feed a donkey for 60 days. €20 a month will pay for 100
fence posts or 1000 kilos of hay.

REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL

I hope it will be many years away but leaving a legacy to help support our
work would ensure that El Refugio carries on doing the job you want us
to do.
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Hello my friends!

First off, let me introduce myself: | am Pepe, the donkey that

used to go to market. | no longer work, and | am enjoying my
retirement here at El Refugio along with many other donkeys. If you have
recently been around here with your school mates, you probably know the story
of my life already, as the humans at El Refugio decided to turn it into... a puppet
show! | am very happy about it, not because | am the main character in the
show, but because thanks to this show children who visit us can learn, in a very
entertaining way, what we do here and the importance of keeping donkeys

properly.

Humans have a great time each time they visit us! They split into different
groups when they arrive. lvan

shows one of the groups round the

farm and talks to them about us, |

can see how amazed children are

by our stories and how much they

learn from them. The rest of the

children stay with some members

of staff playing games and having a

terrific time. Once the groups have

finished doing both activities, and

after a well deserved breakfast,

they all get ready to watch the

show... What a show itis! The

host and puppets encourage children to participate... And they do indeed! Their
yelling and laughter can be heard all around the farm. After the show, it is time
for seeing the donkeys up close... and grooming them! Platero & Estrella told
me children love stroking and grooming them as they stand quietly. They say
even the naughtiest kids become very calm and nice during this activity.

There have been many of you who've already visited us (More than three

hundred in March alone!), but | hope there will be lots more of you visiting soon.
We look forward to seeing you! Bye for now...

Pepe



Castafa is from Tolox
and her hooves
needed expert care,
which her owner could
not provide. She was
much loved though, as
the roll of fat on her
neck shows, she was
fed rather too much!

Chica (ll) was abandoned
in Extremadura (a region
of Spain, North of
Andalucia) and was
rescued by our welfare
officer there.

Both donkeys have been examined by the vet and the farrier

and are settling in well in our isolation unit.
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Our work in Europe continues to expand and over the last few months many of
the goals we have been working so hard to achieve have finally been realised. In
Northern Italy we have completed the purchase of our refuge in Sala Biellese
and are now working on the buildings so that we can provide refuge for the many
donkeys suffering in that part of the World. It is hoped that we will be able to take
our first donkeys on to the new refuge in September and already have twenty
seven waiting in holding bases to be moved. They will love the eighteen

hectares of land they have to roam as so many of them came from lives of
terrible hardship where they would have been restricted to a very small area for
most of their lives.

Angela Chion is the General
Manager in Italy and she is now
busy looking after some of the
donkeys at her own farm and
training some of the staff who will
eventually be looking after the
donkeys for us. The name of the
organisation in Italy is lll Refugio
Del Asinelli ONLUS and is a
registered not for profit organisation
in the country. This means we do
not have to pay so much tax which
really helps us to spend the money
where it is needed, on the donkeys.

In Cyprus we have also managed to officially register as a Company named The
Donkey Sanctuary Cyprus. This means
that we can now take over the Friends
of the Cyprus operation and ensure the
one hundred and thirty donkeys
currently in care are assured a safe
future. This has been a long and difficult
process but in the end when you know
how much the donkeys will benefit it is
all worth while. Over the next year we
will be investing in the infrastructure in
Cyprus ensuring that the donkeys there
have the best facilities and care we can
provide.



Elsewhere in Europe we continue to support other charities where they are
involved with donkey welfare like Greece where we fund The Greek Animal
Welfare Society to provide treatments to hundreds of donkeys on our behalf. In
Romania we will again be sending a team in to train local vets on donkeys and
mules and then provide ongoing support so that they can help donkeys and
mules in their countries.

Well, I hope you have enjoyed this newsletter and also hope that you
realise how much the donkeys of Spain need the help of organisations
such as ours. What good are animal welfare laws without us to make
sure people abide by them? We will make this promise to you, keep on
supporting our work and we will push and push to do as much as we can
for the Donkeys and Mules of Spain, we will not sit back and let cruelty
go unnoticed, and we will be your tool to tackle animal cruelty in this
country.

Please make a donation towards our work, it does not matter how small,
every Euro helps.

Thank You

Paul Svendsen
Director of European Operations

"HS %%E& " ("#

"#$ &) "#* %))




